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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

 

From New Hampshire to the Global Stage: NH Author Launches International Anti-ICE 
Protest Movement at World Cup 

 

AMHERST, NH – June 8 , 2026 – What started as a successful grassroots campaign to block 
an ICE processing facility in New England has evolved into an international movement, set 
to challenge U.S. immigration policies at the world’s biggest sporting event. Project World 
Cup Spotlight (PWCS), a coalition started by New Hampshire author Kim Herdman Shapiro, 
is coordinating protests in ten host cities across North America, timed to divert global 
media attention from the soccer matches to the ongoing human rights crisis. 

 

The movement’s unlikely origin story began not on a global stage, but in a small New 
Hampshire town. When the Department of Homeland Security announced plans for a new 
ICE processing center in Merrimack, NH, Shapiro put her writing career on hold to join with 
a coalition of local activists to create No ICE NH. Their victory in stopping the facility was a 
major regional story, but for Shapiro, it illuminated a larger opportunity. 
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"We saw that concerted, community-focused action could successfully challenge ICE's 
expansion,” says Shapiro. "The question became, could we apply that same principle on a 
massive scale? The World Cup, with the world's media gathered in one place, is the perfect 
opportunity to refocus that spotlight onto the people su_ering under this administration’s 
policies." 

 

The campaign will launch internationally in Mexico City on June 9th, just two days before 
the World Cup's opening match. Following a press conference featuring leaders from 
PWCS and prominent allies like Global Exchange and Greenpeace Mexico, a wave of 
coordinated protests will kick o_ across Mexico. This launch initiates a five-week campaign 
that will then roll out to nine additional host cities across the United States for the 
remainder of the tournament. 

 

To amplify this message nationwide, PWCS is partnering with the Visibility Brigade, a 
national network that activates hundreds of local groups to stage high-impact 
demonstrations on highway overpasses. This partnership will ensure the movement’s 
message is seen from coast to coast across 49 states throughout the five weeks of the 
World Cup. 

 

This is a uniquely New England story, showing how one activist took the lessons from a 
local fight and scaled them for the world stage. It’s a powerful demonstration of how an 
idea born in a small town can ignite an international conversation. 

 
 

About Project World Cup Spotlight (PWCS): 

Project World Cup Spotlight is a coalition of activist groups, such as 50501, Visibility 
Brigade, Indivisible Chapters, and individuals dedicated to using the 2026 World Cup as a 
platform to protest the human rights record of Immigration and Customs Enforcement 
(ICE) and the U.S. government. The project coordinates non-violent, high visibility protests 
to divert media attention towards humanitarian issues. 

 

### 


