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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:

Author: ICE Is Operating a Concentration Camp System 
Andrea Pitzer, leading authority on concentration camps, urges media to confront historical parallels during World Cup

BOSTON, MA. — June 19, 2026 — As the 2026 World Cup focuses global attention on the United States, Project World Cup Spotlight (PWCS) is amplifying a stark warning from Andrea Pitzer, author of One Long Night: A Global History of Concentration Camps. Pitzer argues that the U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) agency is operating a system of concentration camps whose inhumane conditions and scale have disturbing historical parallels.
"We must stop hiding behind euphemisms. A concentration camp is where a government detains civilians outside the normal process of the law. That is precisely what ICE does," states Pitzer.  “History shows that the early stages of a camp system involve making a group 'illegal', stripping them of rights, and detaining them indefinitely, usually in inhumane conditions with neither clean food and water nor proper medical aid. The world needs to see that the U.S., while hosting a global celebration, is doing this right now."
The comparison is not just rhetorical; it's numerical. Pitzer's research confirms the number of civilians held in ICE's network today is greater than the total number of prisoners held across all Nazi concentration camps in the first year after Germany's invasion of Poland and the start of World War II.
"People hear 'concentration camp' and think only of the extermination phase of the Holocaust. Yet that phase began almost a decade into Nazi rule. First came the system of detention, the stripping of rights, the dehumanization—and the silence of others," said Kim Herdman Shapiro, Co-Founder of Project World Cup Spotlight. "We invited Andrea Pitzer to this campaign to make one point clear: this is not a drill. What is happening on our soil is not 'tough immigration policy'—it is the modern application of a historically catastrophic model. We are challenging the media to tell this story in its full context while the world is watching."
Project World Cup Spotlight and Andrea Pitzer urge journalists to move beyond surface-level political debate and explore the chilling, evidence-based parallels between these historical systems and America's current immigration policies.
To schedule an interview with Andrea Pitzer on the definition and history of concentration camps and their direct parallels to ICE detention, please contact Kim Herdman Shapiro at the information listed above.


About Project World Cup Spotlight:  
Project World Cup Spotlight is a coalition of grassroots organizations, including 50501, Global Exchange, Visibility Brigade, and Indivisible chapters, using the global attention of the World Cup to expose, document, and protest the human rights abuses of ICE and the current administration. 

About Andrea Pitzer:
Andrea Pitzer is an award-winning journalist and the author of One Long Night: A Global History of Concentration Camps. Her work focuses on the global history of concentration camps, authoritarianism, and the consequences of unchecked state power.
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